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High Court Verdict On Jain-Banerjee Committee 

Rubbing Salt On Wounds 


By A.S. Narang 

I HheDelhi High Court’s 
judgement quashing the 
order setting up the Jain- 
Banerjee Committee has 
come as a hard blow to hundreds 
of victims of November 1984 carn- 
age. Given the fact thatlhe bulk of 
the culprits involved in the carn- 
age, which claimed atleast 2,733 
lives, according to official esti- 
mates, have gone unpunished. The 
victims may rightly feel that the 
judiciary is also reluctant to take 
cognizance of their plight. 

The High Court bench consisting 
of Mr. Justice B.N. Kirpal and Mr. 
Justice C.L. Chaudhry has 
quashed the Delhi Administration 
notification setting up the Jain- 
Banerjee Committee on technical 
interpretation of law. It at the same 
time has exhorted that, "the gov- 
ernment shall take necessary 
steps, permissible under the law, 
for bringing the guilty and wrong- 
doers to book." This looks ironic in 
the background of a history of pro- 
crastination. 


Delaying Tactics 

E veryone knows that to begin 
with government was not 
interested in appointing any com- 
mission of inquiry. Then when it 
had to appoint one — Justice 
Ranga Nath Mishra 
Commission — its terms of refer- 
ence were kept limited and unfa- 
vourable for victims. The Mishra 
commission report itself was along 
time coming. Whatever little use 
the commissions’ recommenda- 
tions were, the government was in 
no haste to act upon those. Ulti- 
mately, under public pressure, two 
committees were formed. 

One committee,headed by Mr. 
Justice Kapoor, was charged with 
ascertaining the facts about 
alleged police involvement in the 
riots. But Mr. Justice Kapoor get 
out of frustration over the lack of 
cooperation he got from the 
administration in doing his job. The 
second committee, the Jain- 
Banerjee Committee, was 
appointed in February 1987 to 
oversee investigation, register 
cases and initiate prosecution in 


criminal cases arising out of the 
carnage. 

Recommendations 

O vercoming the initial admini- 
strative non-cooperative atti- 
tude the Jain Banerjee Commit- 
ree on the basis of a complaint of 
Mr. Mati Anwar Kaur recom- 
mended registr&iion of cases 
against Mr. Sajjan Kumar, ex M.P., 
Mr. Brahmanand Gupta a in- 
gress (I) worker of Sultanpur and 
six others. The Delhi Police sat idle 
on these recommendations and 
gave sufficient time to Mr. Brah- 
manand to challenge the legality 
of the Jain-Banerjee Committee. 
Delhi Administration did not 
express any keeness to set the 
stay, guaranteed by High Court 
vacated. It was left to citizens’ Jus- 
tice Committee to move the Court. 

The High Court itself took a long 
time (about 2 years), and it was 
only after several adjournments 
and changes of bench that the 
case was finally heard by the 
, bench comprising Justice B.N. 
Kirpal and Justice C.L. Chaudhry. 
Inspite of this background the High 


Court bench hope that the gov- 
ernment will take necessary 
steps for redressal "expeditiously 
and without further delay." Inter- 
estingly four years ago also Justice 
B.N. Kirpal, while dismissing a 
petition of the PUDR seeking 
inquiry into the riots had expressed 
similar confidence in the govern- 
ment’s sincerity. 

Court’s Jurisdiction 

A nother aspect of the case is 
that the very Cr. P.C. which 
according to High Court bench 
does not empower the lieutenant 
Governor to appoint a committee 
with powers which seem to be 
exclusively police, also mandates 
that when a court comes to know 
that a murder case has not been 
registered it should immediately 
direct the police to do so. The 
complaint of Mrs. Anwar Kaur on. 
the basis of which Jain-Banerjee 
committee recommended the reg- 
istration of case against Sajjan 
Kumar and others now stands 
before the Court itself, i But the' 
court has not taken any cogni- 

Continued on page 4 


"Terrorism Is Not Insurmountable," 


By FG Correspondent 

W hen Chaman Lai 
was sidelined and 
given stigma, many 
people thought that 
the last link, between people of 
Punjab and police, had been 
broken. But the latest develop- 
ments indicate that there are still 
people in the police and govern- 
ment who wants to put back 
together the broken links. The 
recent remarks from Mr. Riberio, 
the super cop and later the only 
Adviser to the Governor in the 
State, has sparked off a series of 
doubts about the intentions of the 
Central government towards 
Punjab and particularly to the 
Sikhs. Mr. Riberio has been too 
critical to say that the govern- 
ment’s bullet for bullet policy will 
not help solve the problems in the 
terrorism afflicted State. 

Mr. Riberio, who is now 
appointed as Ambassador to 
Romania, has been making such 
statements since his retirement 
two months back. Most of his 
comments suggest the fact that 
the government is against any 
genuine problem-solving actions 
on the part of the right-thinking 


Says Riberio 


police and other officers in the 
state. He said his opinion on many 
a crucial decision had beer 
passed over by the Centre. On the 
other hand he was even con- 
strained to take actions which 
would obviously go against the 
interest of the people. 

In all, he spent three and a half 
years in Punjab. When he arrived 
in March 1986, the police were 
nearly besieged and to a great 
extent he succeeded in instilling 
confidence and the police turned 
into a fighting force. Loved and 
loathed with equal vehemence by 
the extremists in the two com/nun- 
ities of Punjab, Mr. Riberio during 
these period won a lot of appre- 
ciation by the other sections. He 
appeared to be more human, 
more helpful than many had 
thought and opinions changed 
quickly. But it has not helped the 
image of the State police in any big 
way. 

In a recent interview with Mr. 
Gobind Thukral of The Hindustan 
Times, Mr. Riberio spoke about 
himseit candidly and discussed 
the menace of terrorism, both 
state and private, and how best 
they could be tackled. Excerpts 


from the interview: 

Q: You were credited with a 
view that has become quite hack- 
neyed over the years that bullets 
have to be met with bullets. There 
is also an impression that you 
canged later and started talking on 
what is popularly called the 
Chaman Lai line — in the hearts if 
you want the battle against terror- 
ism to be won. What are your 
comments? 

A: I have not changed the basic 
premise at all. When I said that we 
shall match the terrorists’ bullets at 
Batala in 1986, 1 had referred this 
to terrorists alone. I was not advo^ 
eating that innocent youth should 
be harassed or tortured and 
women insulted. At that time the 
police force was highly demoral- 
ised and there were ambushes 
and attacks every day. The pur- 
pose was to tell the force to match 
itself and fight. It helped to boost 
its morale. The terrorists lost the 
upper hand and it became a 
straight fight. 

I have always held the view that 
unless we have Sikh peasants on 
our side, we cannot win the battle 
at all. The people are the greatest 
strength. They must feel that we 


are doing justice and helping 
them. We have to be just and fair 
to the people. Tortures and alleged 
fake encounters would lead 
nowhere. Deal firmly with the ter- 
rorists and criminals and show no 
sympathy. But if one innocent is 
harmed, the whole game is lost. 

This is not a new position I took. 

I have been constantly writing to 
all the senior officers, the district 
SPS and all, right from the day I 
arrived that our methods have to 
be humane. My first such circular 
is dated April 5, 1 986. It speaks 
about the low police credibility and 
the Jack of cooperation of the 
public. I urged the police to be 
secular in approach and deal with 
the rich and poor in the same 
manner. Our methods should be 
refined and corrsistant with dignity 

Brutality does not win any heart, 

I wrote. I lecrured right to the thana 
level and told the policemen that 
the money some of them are 
making will be useless as they 
cannot enjoy it. Terrorists would 
make that impossible. The nation’s 
battles are not fought by corrupt 
and barbarous methods. 

Q: What is your balance sheet, 
both as a police chief and as an 
adviser to the Governor? 

A: Well, one cannot talk in that 
Continued on page 9 
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LETTERS _ 

Exploiting Women 

T oday, working women are 
being exploited to the core. 
Unlike developed countries, in our 
India women have not yet attained 
the status of equality with their 
male counterparts. The main 
reason for this is economic back- 
wardness of the country. Here 
women are either the sole bread 
earners or they work to supple- 
ment the income of their spouses 
to bear the brunt of the everrising 
prices. So much so that a working 
girl is preferred if matrimony is 
being considered. Very few 
women work to kill time, 

So due to the economic pres- 
sura upon the Indian working 
woman, her male counterpart tries 
to take advantage of it to exploit 
her. The exploitation varies from 
place to place. Person to person 
and with the status of exploited 
and the exploiter. 

Today our PM is talking of 
21st century,' but can we achieve 
the goal without safeguarding the 
interests of women who should be 
treated on par with men. By just 
announcing or reserving 30 per 
cent seats in Parliament for 
women will not help. The need of 
the hour is to reserve seats in all 
categories of jobs in not only gov- 
ernment but public and private 
sectors as well. Just a week back 
we have seen women taking to 
flying. This leaves no doubt about 
the capabilities of women. 

MUKUND GUPTA 

Ulhasnagar 


Menace Of Dowry 

T he day a girl is born her father, 
if he is responsible enough, 
starts worrying about getting her 
married in time with adequate 
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dowry. This factor has contributed 
to the fact that parents regard 
daughters as a burden. There are 
different price tags on a lawyer, a 
doctor, an engineer — the list is 
endless. Even after she is married, 
there are recurring demands from 
the in-laws for more cash and 
other items. If the girl fulfils them 
it is fine, otherwise she becomes 
a hapless victim of violence. Fre- 
quently the husband burns his 
spouse at the instigation of his 
family members, or the wife com- 
mits suicide. Though the Govern- 
ment has tried to control the dowry 
menace by making stringent laws 
it can be removed only by the 
efforts of the people. 

SHIKHA BHARGAVA 
Chandigarh 


.Welcome Decision 


I wish to congratulate Mr. Narain 
Dutt Tiwari for his decision to 
accord the status of second offi- 
cial language to Urdu in Uttar Pra- 
desh. His decision fulfils the 
' ,surance given in the party elec- 
tion manifesto by Mrs. Indira 
Gandhi in 1980 and reiterated later 
in the 1985 manifesto by Mr. Rajiv 
Gandhi. 

Urdu was accorded the status of 
second official language in Bihar 
in 1980 by amending the Official 
Language Act, 1950. I hope the 
same 'pattern will be followed in 
Uttar Pradesh also when the 
assembly meets there. Such an 
amendment alone would ensure a 
permanent second official lan- 
guage status to Urdu apart from 
fulfilling the assurance given by 
Mr. Rajiv Gandhi in 1 985 that other 
states would follow the Bihar pat- 
tern. 

Mr.Tiwari’s decision fulfils the 
hopes and aspirations of Urdu 
lovers all over Uttar Pradesh and 
outside. On August 20, the all- 
world Urdu conference which I 
happened to chair, had adopted a 
resolution reiterating its demand 
for according second official lan- 
guage status to Urdu. Since the 
decision synchronised with Mr. 
Rajiv Gandhi’s birthday, it should 
be regarded as a birthday gift from 
the Prime Minister. 

Mr. Tiwari’s decision has further 
strengthened the conviction of 
Urdu-speaking people all over the 


country that their interests will be 
looked after. I request Mr. Tiwari 
to follow this up with appointments 
of Urdu translators, assistant 
translators, stenographers, typists 
and teachers for Madarsas and 
general schools. Needless to add, 
these personnel should be given 
the same status, pay scales and 
benefits as the general class of 
employees in the state. 

JAGANNATH MISHRA 
New Delhi. 


Religious Card 

I f communalism means exploiting 
the sentiments of a religious 
community to further selfish ends, 
our Prime Minister is the worst 
communalist in India. The Sankar- 
acharya of Sringeri Mutt died on 
September 21. Doordarshan 
announced this, adding that Mr 
Rajiv Gandhi would be flying to 
Karnataka to attend the funeral. A 
squad of Doordarshan crew 
accompanied his entourage and 
recorded the Prime Minister 
paying his respects to the Sankar- 
acharya. Religion in a secular 
country is purely a private affair of 
the individual and should never be 
given such publicity. 

Adi Sankaracharya established 
four centres (Chaturdhama) at 
Rameswar, Puri, Hardwar and 
Dwaraka. Unrecognized peetams 
somehow assumed importance 
during the time of Mrs. Gandhi. 
She could not enter the Jagannath 
temple because, according to 
Mukti Mandap (the highest spirit- 
ual body of the temple), she 
dfeserted Hinduism by marrying a 
Parsi. The same temple showered 
honours on Guru Nanak when he 
came in the 16th century. Maha-. 
raja Ranjit Singh once expressed 
a desire to gift the Kohinoor dia- 
mond, not to the Golden Temple 
at Amritsar, but to the Puri temple. 
The Mukti Mandap would never 
allow Mr Gandhi to enter the 
Jagannath temple to exploit Hindu 
sentiments. 

Why does Mr Gandhi parade his 
religious beliefs in a secular state? 
If the BJP’s communalism is chol- 
era, Mr Gandhi’s plague. 

Puri V.S.Rao 


Sound and Fury 

Sarkar beimaan, senapati ka apmaan, Mera Bharat Mahan." 

— BJP leader Atal Behari Vajpayee 

"My country is finished. The only people doing better than before 
are florists and coffin makers." 

— Senior Sri Lankan Bureaucrat in India Today. 

"This (the Jawahar Rozgar Yojana) is nothing new. Jawaharlal 
gave a job to Indira. Indira gave a job to Rajiv, and now Rajiv 
will give one to Rahul. 

— BJP MP Pramod Mahajan. in The Statesman. 

"Dear Raja Sahib: Someone has inappropriately called you the 
Pamella Bordes of Indian politics. You are a political eunuch — 
you can see, but cannot perform." 

— Akbar (Dumpy) Ahmed on V.P. Singh 

"I will not stand for election. And I will never, ever return to politics." 

— Amitabh Bachchan in Sunday. 

"He (Rajiv Gandhi) has lied to Parliament more than 100 times. 
Yet he is shamelessly sticking to his chair like the biggest human 
limpet." 

— Former Karnataka CM R.K. Hegde 

"Gen. Kaul claims that he was offered Rs. 2.5 Crores. He should 
have accpeted the money and made his life." 

— A ICC (I) General Secretary, K.N. Singh 
"I use such strong language because it comes from my heart I 
don’t quibble as V.P. Singh does.. .He is a manipulator; he is a 
feather for each wind that blows, as Shakespeare said." 

— K.K. Tewari in Sunday 

"I have been in politics for 61 years. V.P. Singh is 58. How can 
I call him my leader?" 

— Haryana CM Devi Lai 

"Everyone knows that Mr. (V.P.) Singh flirts in the morning with- 
the laft as his natural ally, in the afternoon waits at Mr. Vajpay-, ' 
ee’s doorstep as a friend of the BJP, and in the night hobnobs 
with shady individuals like Haji Mastan and communal politicians 
like Imam Bukhari of Jama Masjid." 

— Union Minister of State for Power Kalpanath Rai 

"This Government is wholly owned subsidiary of Dhirubhai Ambani 

and his Reliance group." 

— Janata Dal leader George Fernandes 

"Even if Chandra Swami is fraud, I will not call him that because 

he is my friend." 

— Janata Dal leader Chandra Shekhar in the Illustrated Weekly 
of India 

"We Hindus are particularly secretive and devious about our pri- 
vate lives, but perfectly loud-mouthed about other people’s lives." 

— Minister of State for External Affaris Natwar Singh in The 
Statesman 

"By international standards, we are running a very humane ope- 
ration." 

— Punjab police DIG, K.P.S. Gill on police atrocities in India Today 
"Amethi ka dankaa, Bitiya Priyanka (Amethi’s clarion call is 
daughter Priyanka)." , -n 

— Local journalist Jagdish Piyush's slogan on an Amethi wall L 
India Today 

"The Janata Dal is actually my first love but what can I do if my 
beloved is having a dalliance with the devil?" 

—Syed Shahabuddin on the Janata Dal’s ties with the BJP 
"I saw you as a small boy and now you are grown up." 

— Mother Teresa to Rajiv Gandhi in the Telegraph 
"Let us get on with the game." 

— The Supreme Court observation on the cricketers' controversy. 
“People tell me I live in a mansion here, but I tell them I used 
to live in a palace. It is all relative." 

— Former Philippine First Lady Imelda Marcos 
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Creating Disputes, Tensions: 
The Administrative Way 


The Wages of Hate 


W hat has happened at Badaun and a couple of other 
places in Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat confirms the 
worst fears that quite a few of us have had. Communal 
tension is rising and this is exactly what was feared. 

As if this was not bad enough, the Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) is 
planning to lay the foundation stone of the new temple (Ram Janam Bhoomi) 
in early November. There has been a meeting between its leaders and the 
Home Minister. What was discussed at this meeting is not certain. Both 
of them have given different versions. Which only goes to show that there 
is no identity of approach and things are likely to become more and more 
difficult. 


While formally not being a part of the VHP, the BJP is keeping any 
step with the various moves being made. This is not surprising. There is 
identity of approach between the two. In consequence the temperature of 
public life is going to rise in the next few weeks. What it will lead to is 
difficult to anticipate. 

Meanwhile, the ruling party, after having created the problem, is'trying 
to get political mileage out of it At meeting after meeting, Rajiv Gandhi 
is deploring this controversy. But one can legitimately ask: who created 
GLrn the first instance? Whether it was Aran Nehru or the late Bir Bahadur 
^ngh or Rajiv Gandhi is a matter of detail. 

Nobody would know for certain who masterminded the legal move to 
unlock the gates of the temple and who brought in the television cameras 
to record the event and publicise it all over. For 40 years almost, the issue 
had been dormant. It was revived overnight by some people for reasons 
that they know best The rest of us can only guess. 

Whatever be the guess, this much is definite that a controversy which 
had the potential of setting fire to the whole of the Hindi heartland, as also 
the neighbouring states like Gujarat and Maharashtra, was revived. Common 
sense demanded that it should have remained burned. But political com-' 
pulsions demanded that it be given a fresh lease of life. That has been done 
now and, as they say, the fat is in the fire. 

What it leads to is difficult to judge. A controversy which need not have 
been restarted has been given impetus and nobody knows now what is to 
be done. The policy of the ruling party has been contradictory as well as 
inconsistent. At first it started the controversy and now it wants to contain 
its fallout Its political line is to take the Muslims along with it Therefore 
it is taking a strong, secular position today. But where was this secularism 
a couple of years ago? 

Muslims are reacting to this situation defencively. They cannot but adopt 
this position. If this particular issue is decided against them there would 
be many other issues, notably those of temples in Mathura and Varanasi, 


ajach would be raised. One development would lead to another and the 
d e of northern India wculd be set on fire. 


Who gains from this conflict? Nobody except those who believe in the 
primacy of the Hindu Rashtra. The fact of the matter is that with 82 per 
cent majority, India is very much of a Hindu country. That is if we have 
to reckon the situation in these terms. Therefore, it is difficult to see what 
is it that is sought to be established. If a Hindu Rashtra is to be created, 
this will create tension, conflict and an atmosphere of mutual hatred. Given 
the complicated situation, this is the path of national suicide. 

Pakistan may have been created but that has not meant the migration 
of every single Muslim to Pakistan. Eleven per cent of the population in 
India is Muslim and will continue to be so. For any one to imagine that 
this population will disappear or can be intimidated to the point that they 
would cease to count is not being practical. The Muslims are here to stay 
as much as the Sikhs, the Christians and every other minority. 

We live in a world where the minorities co-exist with the majority. Their 
proportion does not matter. It can be large or small but whatever their pro- 
portion they exist and they have a right to exist This is guaranteed by the 
Indian Constitution as also by the UN Declaration of Human Rights. Every 
citizen is equal in the eyes of law. If we choose to undermine this concept 
in any way, all that we do is to encourage mutual hatred and mutual con- 
tendon. 

In the 1984 election; it was the Sikhs whose security and welfare was 
the issue. This time, it Appears it would be the security and welfare of the 
Muslims? % 

Does it show any kind of a pattern? In one sense it does. In another 
sense it does not What is not too certain is that the Muslim issue would 
become the central issue. One hopes and prays that that does not happen. 
Should it happen, it would be a disaster of the first magnitude. It would 
mean that the country is determined to destroy its polity. Once the polity 
is destroyed, the economy would also get undermined. The situation is crit- 
ical and the matter should not be taken lightly. 


By A.S. Narang 


I n a rare show of unity against 
anti-social elements and 
administrative apathy, repre- 
sentatives of a number of 
social,, political and religious 
organizations along with intellec- 
tuals and concerned citizens of 
Varanasi demanded immediate 
reopening of the gates of the his- 
toric Jagat Ganj gurdwara in Var- 
anasi on 1 October 1 989. 

On November 1 , 1 984, Mr Ram 
Avtar after installing the Hanu- 
man’s idol, declared the gurdwara 
building to be a temple. On Nov- 
ember 5, seeing some relaxation 
in the situation when some Sikhs 
visited the gurdwara, to their sur- 
prise they found it to be converted 
into a temple. However, local pop- 
ulation had not recognized it as 
such, thus there was not much of 
activity there. The Sikh manage- 
ment of gurdwara reported the 
matter to the local police. 

Police Action 

T here is no reason to believe 
that the local police station did 
not know the existence of gurd- 
wara there. Even if there were any 
doubts the records were there to 
prove the same. And above all 
almost entire population, largely 
consisting of Hindus stood witness 
to the fact. Yet the police declar- 
ing it to be a disputed property 
locked the premisis, pending set- 
tlement in the Court. Since then 
the gurdwara remains locked, that 
is for five years. 

No Hindu organization of any 
standing in the city has disputed 
the existence of the gurdwara. 
Local press, intellectuals, con- 
cerned citizens and various social 
and religious organizations of the 
city have been demanding from 
the administration all these years 
that the locks at gurdwara be 
opened and devotees be allowed 
to enter the same. But administra- 
tion remains concerned. In view of 
administration’s continuous apathy 
representatives of Kashi Purohit 
Sabha, Viswa Hindu Parishad, 
Shiv Sena, Bajrang Dal, local 
Gurdwara Committee and BJP 
constituted a committee in the first 
week of September 1 989 to press 
for early opening of the locks. Pt 
Kamlapati Tripathi, veteran Con- 
gress leader, has also expressed 
his solidarity with the cause. J.S. 
Bagga of the Sikh Forum is coor- 
dinating the working of this com- 
mittee which has been convened 
by Prof. Ram Rang Sharma and 
Pt Anjani Nandan Mishra is its 
President. 

Speaking at the largely attended 
conference organized by the Sikh 
Forum (UP unit) Pt. Angani 


Nandan Mishra, president, Kashi 
Purohit Mahasabha, Mr. Lalwani 
of Vishwa Hindu Parisad, Mr. 
Chander Shekhar Diwan, presi- 
dent of local Shiv Sena unit, Mr 
Jaiswal of BJP, Mr. Ajit Singh 
Sabharwal, president of local 
gurdwara committee, Mr Surend- 
era Mohan of Janata Dal, Dr 
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On November 1, 
1984, like many 
other cities in the 
country Varanasi 
too was in the grip 
of hunt for the 
Sikhs. While the 
entire Sikh 
population of the 
city was forced to 
remain locked in 
the houses, Mr Ram 
Avtar bought an 
idol of Hanuman 
from a local 
merchant and 
installed the same 
in the historic 
gurdwara at Jagat 
Ganj. 


tezz 


Maheep Singh and Lt. Col. Man- 
ohar Singh of the Sikh Forum, Dr. 
A.S. Narang and several others 
expressed their deep concern for 
continuous locking of the gurd- 
wara by the police. The confer- 
ence presided over by Lt. Gen 
Jagjit Singh Aurora, MP and pres- 


ident of Sikh Forum, felt that it was 
a clear case where administration 
itself was creating a situation of 
dispute which in the long run can 
cause unnecessary tension in the 
city. 

According to Mr J.§. Bagga, 
convener of UP Sikh Forum, the 
gurdwara at Jagat Gang in Vara- 
nasi remains locked since Nov- 
ember 5, 1984, when the local 
police declared it to be a disputed 
property arbitrarily after a local 
notorious lawyer Mr Ram Avtar, on 
November 1, 1984, knowing that 
gurdwara attendants were hiding 
here and there to save their lives, 
had installed a Hanuman’s idol in 
the Gurdwara. 

The Background 

O n November 1, 1984, like 
many other cities in the coun- 
try Varanasi too was in the grip of 
terror for the Sikhs. While the 
entire Sikh population of the' city 
was forced to remain locked in the 
housesjMr Ram Avtar bought an 
idol of Hanuman from a local mer- 
chant and installed the same in the 
historic gurdwara at Jagat Ganj. 

The gurdwara at Jagat Ganj is 
associated with the visit of ninth 
Guru Tegh Bahadur to the city of 
Varanasi. Thus it is hundreds of 
years old. The local Gurdwara 
committee possesses all legal' 
documents and records pertaining 
to Gurdwara property in its name. 
These include payment of property 
tax, water and electricity bills, rent 
receipts, etc. for decades. Every 
one in the Jagat Ganj locality 
knows and cannot deny the fact 
that the gurdwara has been in 
existence for years. 

Communal Harmony 

T he nrture of the above com- 
mittee, unanimous resolution 
passed at the conference con- 
vened by the Sikh Forum, consist- 
ent support by the local press and 
local populations demand, all 
shows that there is no dispute 
between any communities, over 
the existence of gurdwara. Munic- 
ipal and other state records speak 
for the same. But the administra- 
tion remain inactive. 

In view of prevailing tense 
atmosphere and type of politics we 
are witnessing there every possi- 
bility that if the situation is allowed 
to remain so it may become a dis- 
pute at social level and lead to 
tension. Is it that the administration 
wants? Is it not a case where there 
is no dispute, yet the administra- 
tion by its acts of commission and 
ommission is helping to create 
one? Is it the way to case the 
communal situation in the country 
for which powers that be are 
making loud declarations day in 
and day out? 
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Second Language Status For Punjabi Demanded 


By FG Correspondent 


O n 24 September 1989 
the largely attended 
second Haryana Sikh 
convention organize^ 
by the Sikh Forum at Kurukshetra 
strongly demanded second lan- 
guage status for Punjabi in the 
state of Haryana. It urged upon the 
state government to provide nec- 
essary facilities for teaching and 
development of Pujnab language 
including establishment of a 
Punjab Academy. About 40 per- 
cent of Haryana’s population is 
Punjabi speaking, yet the lan- 
guage remains almost completely 
neglected. 

Lt. Gen. Jagjit Singh Aurora, 
President of the Sikh Forum, Mr 
I.K. Gujral, former Union Minister, 
Mr Kuldip Nayar, prominent jour- 
nalist, Mr Jaswant Singh Kawal, 
famous Punjab writer, DrMaheep 
Singh, General secretary, Sikh 
Forum and various others spoke 
in the convention. Lt. Col. Balbir 
Singh and Mr Jagjit Singh Virk 
advocate conveners of the con- 
vention delineated various pro- 
blems being faced by Haryana 


Rubbing 
Salt On 
Wounds 

Continued from page 1 
zance of that. 

Extra Ordinary Situations 

M r. Justic Kirpal and Chauahry 
while taking strict legal and 
technical aspects of the procedure 
code have perhaps not taken note 
pf the fact that there can be a case 
for ignoring legal technicalities and 
taking a wider view of justice. On'v 
a day before the High Court ver- 
dict the Supreme Court on Octo- 
ber 3, declared that it might 
delegate a High Court judge to 
investigate the police assault on 
Chief Judicial Magistrate of 
Nadiad, Gujrat. The Supreme 
Court may make that departure 
from the Cr. P.C. because of the 
extra-ordinary situation in which 
the police themselves were 
acc> 'sed party. This reason applies 
to the November 84 riot cases also 
because the Mishra Commission 
had indicated the police for their 
connivance. 

Hope the Supreme Court where 
the High Court verdict is likely to 
be appealed apply the criteria of 
extra-ordinary situation in this case 
also. Strict adherence to legal nic-' 
eties abstracted from the events to 
which they are being applied 
undermines the very spirit of rule 
of law. 


Sikhs. 

The conference called upon the 
extremist organizations to shed 
the path of violence and adopt 
democratic means to achieve their 
goals within the framework of- 
Indian constitution. It also urged 
upon the Haryana Sikhs to remain 
in mainstream politics and fulfil 
their aspirations within and along 
with Harayana society while main- 
taining their Punjab identity. 

In a resolution the convention 
also urged upon the government 
immediately to stop state repres- 
sion in the name of dealing with 
terrorists. It also condemned the 


misuse of electronic media by the 
government and called for fair 
coverage and projection of various 
events and communities. The 


convention also demanded nomi- 
nation cf Sikhs in air numbers to 
various statutory and other bodies 
and institutions. 


Representatives from almost all 
districts of Haryana participated in 
the twenty-thousand strong con- 
vention. 



" True Democracy cannot be 
worked by twenty men sitting at 
the Centre. It has to be worked 
from below by the people of every 
village”. — Gandh(ji 


POWER TO THE PEOPLE 



SALIENT FEATURES 

Panchayati Raj Bill 

Panchayats at village, block and district 
levels. 

All seats at all the three levels to be filled 
by direct election under supervision of 
Election Commission. 

Term of office - 5 years. If any Panchayat is 
dissolved sooner, election to be held 
within six months. 

Seat reservation for SC/ST in proportion to 
their population. 

30 per cent reservation for women 

Panchayats to prepare and implement 
local plans for development with social 
justice. 

Provision of adequate funds to Panchayats 
to do their job. 

Nagarpaiika Bill 

* Provision for constitution of three types of 
Nagarpalikas - Nagar Panchayats, Municipal 
Councils and Municipal Corporations. 

* Direct election under Election 
Commission's supervision - Term five 
years. 

If any Municipal body is dissolved before 
expiry of office, election to be held within 
six months. 

Provision for Wards Committees to afford 
an opportunity for publid-spirited citizens 
to serve their locality. 

Effective devolution of powers to local 
bodies. 

Greater role for them in the planning 
process. 

Adequate finance to be ensured for 
municipal bodies. 



A revolutionary measure to bring development 
and democracy to the doorstep of the people 
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By Bharat Dogra 


M azdoor Kisan San- 
gram Samiti (MKSS) 
(Workers and Pea- 
sants Struggle Com- 
mittee) is an organization of 
workers and peasants in Central 
Bihar. This organization has been 
working relentlessly for several 
years for land-reforms, implemen- 
tation of minimum wages and 
other legal rights of the weaker 
sections. The government has 
time and again affirmed its com- 
mitment to these rights and called 
for the involvement of the organ- 
izations of the poor in the efforts 
of the government to ensure the 
protection of these rights. Yet 
MKSS, which has a well estab- 
lished reputation in Bihar for its 
struggles on behalf of these legal 
rights of the poor, has been 
banned by the government. 

MKSS has not indulged in vio- 
lence. nor has it spread the mes- 
sage of violence. Its activities have 
been open, and noi conspiratorial. 
Meetings to establish this organi- 
zation were held as an open activity. 

has also organized pro- 
testsHagainst corruption, specially 
the forms of corruption most 
directly and closeiy affecting the 
weaker sections, ft has also orga- 
nized villagers to defend them- 
selves from dacoits and mafia 
gangs. It has worked to check the 
spread of crimes against women. 
It has also been involved in sev- 
eral social reform activities such as 
the work against addiction to liquor 
and gambling. Yet on August 16 
the Bihar government issued a 
notification in declaring MKSS as 
unlawful association in exercise of 
its power conferred by Section 1 6 
of the Criminal Law Amendment 
Act (Act 1 4) of 1 908 on the ground 
that the State Government is of the 
opinion that the MKSS interferes 
withA maintenance of law and 
orc^^ctnd that it constitutes a 
danger to public peace. 

MKSS took this matter to the 
Supreme Court under Article 32 of 
the Constitution for declaring the 
impugned notification as illegal 
and void. The Supreme Court 
directed the petitioner to first move 
the High Court of Patna. When the 
petitioner draw the attention of the 
Supreme Court to the expenses 
already incurred, the Court 
observed that the writ already filed 
would remain pending till the 
matter is abjudicated by the High 
Court. Immediately thereafter, the 
MKSS filed Civil writ jurisdiction 
C.No. 5007 of 1986 before the 
High Court, Patna. 

Justice N.P. Singh and Justice 
S.B. Sinha who constituted the 
Division Bench of Patna High 
Court which heard the matter took 
conflicting views. Justice N.P. 
Singh upheld the ban, while justice 
S.K. Sinha held the ban notifica- 
tion to be null and void - by virtue 
of the law declared by a constitu- 
tional bench of Supreme Court in 
State of Madras Vs V.G. Row. The 
matter was placed before a third 
judge. Justice Mr. Uday Sinha who 
upheld the ban. 


People’s Movements 
Being Banned 


State of Madras Vs V.G. Row. 
The matter was placed before a 
third judge, Justice Mr. Uday 
Sinha who upheld the ban. 

In the grounds given by the 
Patna High Court in favour of ban- 
ning MKSS aro^bocepted, then 
only several reorganized political 
parties, voluntary organizations 
and journals should also be 
banned. 

MKSS used to collect Rs. 2 
annual subscription from its mem- 
bers and give receipts for the 
same. This has been cited as evi- 
dence of collecting tax from the 
people and therefore running a 
parallel government. 

The immediate programme of 
MKSS says, "The guns of the 
large landlords should be seized 
and guns be given to the landless 
labourers." 

In the constitution of MKSS it is 
written, "after the so called inde- 
pendence the government formed 
was actually the government of 
capitalists and big zamindars. 

Even these statements which 
have been made by many inde- 
pendent scholars and several 
other organizations has been cited 
in favour of the court order of the 
ban of MKSS. 

A petition filed in the Supreme 
Court against the ban of MKSS 
has pointed out that violence 
elsewhere and of others has been 
used as a convenient cloak by the 
State, to tackle the Petitioner 
Organization. Further, the petition 
points out that the pre- 
constitutional, Indian criminal Law 
Amendment Act of 1908 (Section 
16 thereof) has been used to pre- 
scribe the petitioner and ban its 
democratic and constitutionally 
sanctioned activities. The 
Supreme Court of Pakistan, as far 
bac& as 1964, in Saiyyid Abdul 
A’la Maudoodi and others versus 
the Govt, of West Pakistan 
(P.C.D., 1964 Sec. 673) had 
struck down the same section 16 
of the 1 908 Act, as violative of the 
freedom of Association. The 
Amendments made to the 1908 
Act by the State of Madras viz. 
Sections 15A, 16 have been struck 
down as unconstitutional by the 
Supreme Court in State of Madras 
vs. V.G. Row 1952 S.C.R. 597. 

About the patna judgement this 
petition laments that on the one 

hand the inquiries made by retired 
respected judges, prominent 
academicians, journalists, civil 
rights groups are ignored, on the 
other hand "vague statements, 
unsubstantiated allegations — ar.d 
the ispi dixi of the State and its 
guilty police* are taken to be ‘inde- 
pendent averment which can be 
believed for the asking’. 

Further this petition says about 
the Patna judgement "The 
Honourable judge conveniently 
forgets the fact that the respon- 


dents in their affidavits had given 
a long list of 38 criminal cases of 
Counter Affidavit of respondents in 
which MKSS was alleged to be 
involved. Even after the Honour- 
able Judge passed the order that 
the respondents produce docu- 
ments and evidence to substan- 
tiate their allegations, the 
respondents could produce doc- 
uments (F.I.R.. police diary. 


Supervision Note, etc.) related to 
three cases only. 

However, this lack ot docu- 
ments did not preclude them from 
forming opinion under Section 1 6. 
The fact is that the long list pro- 
duced by respondents is merely a 
calender of criminal cases in some 
districts of Central Bihar and the 
respondents have not been able to 
prove that MKSS has been 


involved in these incidents directly 
or indirectly." It is indeed unfortu- 
nate that the Honourable Judge 
readily accepted the respondents 
story as Gospel Truth but was not 
prepared even to read the peti- 
tioner’s affidavit or consider their 
arguments. Their dictum of this 
Honourable Coud in State of 
Orissa vs Buna Peni Dei (1 967) 2 
SCR 625, "If the essentials of jus- 
tice be ignored and an order to the 
prejudice of a person is made, the 
order is a nullity" applies very cor- 
rectly in this regard. 

Finally this petition to the high- 
est court says "The petitioners 
have been denied impartiality of a 
judicial mind." 


AN APPEAL 

HELP THE EDUCATION OF CHILDREN OF NOVEMBER 1984 WIDOWS 

The Sikh Forum is providing financial assistance for education of orphan children of the violence 
since early 1984. Since January 1988, this has been transferred to a Trust named "Citizens’ Relief Reha- 
bilitation & Education Fund . This trust is duly registered and have obtained IT exemption under sec- 
tion tSOG of IT Act 1961 at present valid till 30 Nov 1990. 

The sponsoring member/family/ organisation who wish to sponsor one or more children will be pro- 
vided with full particulars of the child i.c., name, age, sex, present address, grade, school and photo- 
graph of the child. Minimum monthly stipend required for educatir. a child is Rs. 75/- or Rs. 900/- 
($75) annually. The number of children who need diis assistance is approximately 1200. We have been 
able to arrange donors for 910 children as well as for those who may withdraw at the end of the year. 

We are approaching you with an appeal to enrol yourself as a donor to sponsor as many children’s 
education as you can for five years, if possible. 

The draft/cheque should be made in favour of "Citizen Rehabilitation & Education Fund” and 
sent to 3, Masjid Road, Jangpura, New Delhi-110014. 


With Best Compliments 


From 


QUICK ELECTRIC WORKS 

AUTHORISED DEALERS 

RACOLD, VENUS, 

THERMOKING, PEARL, DITZ, REMSON, 
GEYSERS & ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES 

Specialised Services available for 
- Home Maintenance Jobs 


28 -A, Defence Colony Market 
New Delhi 110 024 
Phone: 621200 
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RAJIV GANDHI AND 1984 


To The Reader 


Are you the kind of person 
who has an open mind or 
have you already made up 
your mind in regard to most 
things? 

If you belong to the second 
category, you may stop right 
here. It would not help you at 
all to read the following 
pages. But if you have an 
open mind, the facts provided 
here may help you to think 
differently. 

It is for you to decide to 
which category you belong. 
We have tried to pose the 
issue in the manner that we 
have done for we do not want 
to waste your effort. As far as 


I n a statement reported on April 
27, 1989, while addressing the 
Youth Congress (I) session, 
he is said to have made three 
claims. One, that the riots of Nov- 
ember 1989 were controlled 
quickly. Two, that "unprecedented 
rehabilitation work" had been done 
and "meticulous care taken to 
rehabilitate several families". 


we are concerned, this article 
is bound to be read by at least 
some people who are pre- 
pared to give a fresh look to 
the evidence placed in their 
hands. 

What is the point at issue? 
During the last few months 
the Prime Minister has been 
making all kinds of false and 
unfounded statements. May 
be the purpose is to prepare 
for the approaching general 
election. Whether that is so or 
not, one thing is definite. 
There are certain norms of 
truth and false-hood which 
have to be observed. Sad to 
say, the Prime Minister is not 
doing so. 


Three, that prosecution cases 
against 2400 people accused in 
about 225 rioting cases had been 
launched and so on. 

Each one of these claims is a lie. 
In this article, data has been pro- 
vided to nail those lies. In fact, a 
press conference was held on 
May 31, 1989, by eight citizens’ 
organizations-Nagrik Ekta Manch, 


PUCL, PUDR, CFD, Manushi, Cit- 
izens’ Justice Committee, Nish- 
kam Sikh Welfare Council and the 
Sikh Forum. At this conference, 
each one of the statements made 
by the Prime Minister was refuted 
with facts and figures. 

It has been suggested by a 
number of people that what was 
said at that press conference 
needs to be concretised further. 
This has been done now. This arti- 
cle presented to the public in the 
hope that those of them who do 
not have a closed mind would see 
for themselves that for the last five 
years a systematic attempt has 
been made to run the politics of 
the country on the basis of lies. Is 
this the way to build the polity? 

"Controlled ?"— "How 
Quickly ?" 


T here was inordinate delay on 
the part of the Government to 
call the Army in aid of Civil Admin- 
istration. There were 5000 fighting 
army men available by October 31 
midnight. If army had been called 
on the morning of 1st November, 
and 5000 army jawans would 
have been moving in the streets of 
Delhi the situation would have 
been different. (Report of the 
government-appointed Ranganath 
Misra Commisslon-Vol,!, P 41). 


With (Best Complements 
from 


Satkar Financial 
^Corporation n 


2651 Kucha Chelan 
Darya Ganj, New Delhi-110002 
Tele. Nos. 275595, 267628 
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— The Police were highly negli- 
gent and grossly failed to perform 
its duty and at places the police 
had connived with the mob (ibid 
Vol. I. pp. 32-400.) 

— The Delhi Administration, 
instead of taking action against the 
police, has supported the action 
and has seriously attempted to 
cover the lapses of police (Ibid Vol. 
I, p. 38). 

— Killings of Sikhs continued even 
till November 5 — five days after 
Mrs. Gandhi’s assassination, as 
evident from newspaper reports 
about assaults on Sikhs in West 
Pate! Nagar, Shahdara, Dadarpur, 
Anand Parbat and Nathu Chowk. 

— While there is ample data avail- 
able in regard to how the situation 
was mishandled, that is not being 
quoted. Only the findings of the 
Misra Commission have been 
quoted. But, perhaps, one minor 
point may be referred. 

— Even before VP Marwah was 
made the Director General of 
Police in Delhi in the beginning of 
1 985, he was asked to conduct an 
enquiry into the manner in which 
the police officials had conducted 
themselves during those days in 
November 1984. He prepared 
some kind of a report which, it is 
said, was seen by the Prime Minis- 
ter himself. 

— But before anything couid be 
done about it, one of the officials 
who feared that his conduct would 
be censured sought an injunction 
against it from the court. The 
injunction was granted and the 
matter stays there That was about 
four years ago. 


"Strict Legal Action?" 

— How Strict? 

T here has been a lapse and 
omission in registration of 
cases by the police. According tc 
the official figures, more than 1 200 
cases of murder were not regis- 
tered. The official figures of total 
deaths now stands at 2733. There- 
fore, cases have not been regis- 
tered in respect of 1000 murders 
(Report o f the Misra Commission) 
(Vol. I, pp. 22 and 62). 

— Tire riot victims are entitled to 
claim damage from the police as 
the police has been negligent in 
performing its duty (Ibid Vol. I, p. 
69). 

— The court cases have not been 
properly prosecuted. A number of 
cases have been closed wrong- 
fully by the police. The investiga- 
tion has not been properly 
conducted by the police (Ibid Vol. 
I, pp.62-65). 

— The DTC buses were used in 
transporting the rioters but the 
DTC management has cautioned 
the employees not to disclose this 
fact to the Commission. The 
records of the DTC have been 
suitably touched up (Ibid Vol. I, p. 
42). 


— While the official figure fo 
deaths is 2733, the Citizens Jus 
tice Committee supplied a list c 
3870 names. Neither the Misr; 
Commission nor the police havi 
taken due notice of the highe 
figure or launched investigation o 
any follow-up action. 

— Till now — after four and a ha! 
years — the prosecution agency c 
the government has been able ti 
obtain conviction in only om 
murder case involving six people 
they have been awarded life impri 
sonment by the Sessions Courts 

— In the other murder cases, thi 
accused hava been acquitted pri 
marily because of lapses in polici 
investigation. 

— An example of wilful lapses b; 

the police: the police did not reg 
ister a single case of murder ii 
Mangolpuri, Shahdara and Kaly 
anpuri which saw some of thi 
worst fury of the massacre. The 
even refused to reg : FIR; 



when survivors came to maki 
complaints. 


"Unprecedented 

Rehabilitation?" 

— How "Meticulous?" 

H S Hanspal, a Congres 
Member of Retya Sabha 
mobilised a group of people to ca 
upon the Prime Minister at hi 
house. As reported in the paper 
of 27.4.89., it was stated by thi 
Prime Minister that the rehabilita 
tion work after the riots wa 
unprecedented. "Meticulous can 
was taken to rehabilitate ever 
family", it was claimed. The facts 
however, are as under: 

As stated in Parliament, thi 
Delhi Administration has spent Rs 
7.94 crores on providing financia 
assistance to Nov. 84 victims. 
— Out of this amount, a sum c 
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FACTS AND FANTASIES 



middle of 1 989, 262 widows have 
not received any help. 

— The pension was fixed at Rs. 
400/- per month. This was recog- 
nised to be insufficient by the Lt. 
Governor himself. He said in 1 988 
that the amount would be raised 
to Rs. 600 per head. That has yet 
to be done, however. 

— About 1200 victims living in 
Tilak Vihar camp were promised a 
piece of land measuring 30 sq. yd. 
and a loan of Rs. 25,000 each by 
the Lt. Governor on the indepen- 
dence Day in 1987. No progress 
has been made so far, however. 

— If fact some people who are still 
staying in the Farash Bazar Camp 
had to go to the High Court to ask 
for similar relief. The High Court 
has ruled in their favour but the 
directive is yet to be honoured. 

— A one-room flat valued at Rs. 
30,000 was promised to each 
widow in exchange for the house 


r 


Rs. 20,000 each was given to the 
next of kin of the 2733 killed (the 
accepted figure by the Delhi 
Administration). This came to 5.46 
crores. 

— In consequence, a sum of Rs. 
2.48 crores was spent on com- 
pensation for personal injuries, 
houses burnt and broken into, 
assistance in marriages, compen- 
sation for property and vehicles 
insured but not covered against 
rioting. 

— The estimated number of vic- 
tims who directly suffered during 
the Nov. ‘84 riots is 25,000. If the 
amount is divided almost equally, 
it would come to Rs. 1000 per 
head. Clearly everyone could not 
have been helped as should 
become evident from the details 
given below. 

— Out of them, 504 have been 
given employment and 190 are 
receiving monthly pension of Rs. 


owned by her prior to Nov. 84. 
Subsequently the value was 
raised to Rs. 42,000 unilaterally by 
the DDA. 

— If there is difference between 
the assassment of the value of the 
victim’s house as sold or auc- 
tioned by the DDA and the price 
fixed for the flat in Tilak Vihar, the 
difference has to be made good by 
the widow herself. 

— In case a widow did not pos- 
sess a one-room flat before Nov. 
84 and was provided one now, 
she was required to pay Rs. 3,000 
at the start and the balance in 
instalments. Out of Rs. 3,000 she 
was helped to the tune of Rs. 

1 ,000 by the Administration but the 
rest had to be found by herself. 

— Compensation for injury was 
paid mainly when the refugees 
were staying in the camp and 
some weeks thereafter. The 
majority of those injured* failed to 
get any compensation. 

— Compensation for death in 
many cases was given after a lot 
of harassment and delay. In four 
cases compensation was paid in 
March 1988 only after years of 
efforts made by a voluntry agency. 

— Compensation for property and 
vehicles was invariably assessed 
on the lower side. All kinds of rules 
were brought into play and a large 
number of victims were duped in 
the bargain. The overall attitude of 
the Delhi Administration was not 
helpful. 


Fate Of The Jain-Bannerjee 
Committee 

A fter the Misra Commission 
report was submitted, the 
Central government appointed two 
committees. One of them was 
asked to examine whether there 
were cases of omission to regis- 
ter or properly investigate offen- 
ces, to recommend the registration 
of cases where necessary and to 
monitor the conduct of the inves- 
tigation and follow up of cases 
already registered. This was 
announced in the Parliament on 
Feb. 21, 1987. 

— As per terms of reference, the 
Jain-Bannerjec Committee invited 
affidavits from the public. 

— After processing them for a 
period of 203 months, it selected 
one filed by Smt. Anwar Kaur 
whose husband had been murd- 
ered but no case had been regis- 
tered. 

— Smt. Anwar Kaur had named 
the former M.P. Shri Sajjan 
Kumar, as one of the murderers. 
— Instead of acting promptly, the 
Police Commissioner returned the 
affidavit to the Committee with the 
remark that the same may be 
routed through the Lt. Governor. 
— The Committee sent the affi- 
davit back saying that was not 
necessary and, as per the notifi- 
cation dated 2.2.87, the Commit- 


tee was empowered to instruct 
and advise the police. 

— The police, however, sat over 
the matter for more than a month. 

— Meanwhile one Shri bN Gupta 
filed a writ petition before the Delhi 
High Court and obtained a stay 
against any such case being reg- 
istered. 

— The government did not move 
for the vacation of the stay. But 
certain voluntary agencies moved 
in the matter. The Citizens’ Justice 
Committee filed an application for 
the vacation of th^ stay. 

— In its reply, the Delhi Admini- 
stration did not support the action 
of the Jain-Bannerjee Committee 
inviting the affiavits. 

— The Jain-Bannerjee Committee 
wanted to contest this view of the 
Delhi Administration through an 
advocate. But the Government did 
not provide it with one. 

— Curiously enough, one Mr. D.R. 
Sethi began to appear on behalf 
of the Committee without any 
authorisation or any instruction 
from the said Committee. 

— When the Committee objected 
to this, he simply stopped appear- 
ing. All this while the Delhi Admin 
istration did not make any 
advocate available to the Commit 


tee. 

— Both the Delhi Administration 
and the Central Government dis- 
associated themselves from the 
fresh affidavits invited by the 
Committee. This is contrary to the 
terms of reference given to the 
Committee. 

— There are all kind of other 
details which only go to indicate 
that nobody is interested in pursu- 
ing the cases. Even as per the 
figures given by the government. 
1314 murders which were com- 
mitted have not been either regis- 
tered or pro secution in this regard 
launched. 

— Meanwhile Shri Sajjan Kumar 
was nominated as Ger Secre- 
tary of the Delhi Pradesh Con- 
gress Committee and continues to 
function as such. 

Innocent Or Guilty? 

T he Prime Minister has claimed 
that Shri H.K.L. Bhagat 
remained with him for 48 to 72 
hours in connection with the 
arrangements made foy the cre- 
mation of Mrs. Indira Gandhi. He, 
therefore, wondered how Mr. 
Bhagat could have been involved 
in the Delhi riots. 


— A few of the affidavits submit- 
ted to the Misra Commission have 
mentioned Mr. Bhagat by name in 
circumstances which would sug- 
gest that what is claimed is not 
correct. 

— One thing more, Justice Misra 
conducted an enquiry. The enquiry 
was different from all similar 
enquiries held on earlier occa- 
sions. Its terms of reference were 
not to enquire into the "course and 
causes of rioting" which is the 
ususal way of conducting such 
enquiries. In this case it was to 
enquire into "the allegations 
made." 

— One of the allegations made 
was the involvement of Mr. H.K.L. 
Bhagat in the rioting. Was it 
enquired into? Was he cross- 
examined in the presence of these 
who had made allegations? If not, 
why not? 

— Allegations were made against 
several other people also including 
Sajjan Kumar. None of them was 
summoned for cross-examination. 
Once again, why? 

— The guilty person does not 
become innocent mereiy because 
the Prime Minister of the country 
says so. He has to be pronounced 

Continued on page a 
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as innocent by a judicial authority. 
In this case it was a sitting judge 
of the Supreme Court and he was 
conducting the enquiry. Why did 
he not permit cross-examination? 

'Affidavits 

(Note: We are compelled to 
withhold the names of the persons 
who filed the following affidavits 
before the Misra Commission, 
because they may face threats to 
their lives from the criminals who 
are still at large.) 

Affidavits Relating To 
Mr. H.K.L. BHAGAT 

I 

A ffidavit filed by a resident of 
Shakarpur before the Misra 
Commission. The gentleman in 
question is an ex-INA soldier and 
a Congress-man who had worked 
as H.K.L. Bhagat’s polling agent in 
the 1980 Lok Sabha elections. 

"On 31.10.84 in the evening 
when I reached my house from my 


place of work, I heard loud slogans 
on the way at some places. On 
reaching home I took bath, recited 
evening prayers and there after 
went upstairs on the roof of my 
house. In front of my house is the 
house of an eminent Congress (i) 
leader namely Shri Sham Singh 
Tyagi. In front of his house I saw 
Shri H.K.L. Bhagat, Central Minis- 
ter, who was standing there with 
some 4-5 other persons whom I 
can recognise but I do not know 
their names. Shri Sham Singh 
Tyagi was also standing amongst 
them. On seeing this, I sat by the 
side of the railing on the roof, and 

went on seeing them. After some 
time Shri Bhagat went into Tyagi’s 
house with some gentlemen. After 
sometime Tyagi went out and 
brought some more people. Kirpal 
Bhardwaj and Madan were 
accompanying these persons. 
There were about ten other per- 
sons whom I could not recognise." 

II 

M^%n 31. 10.84 when I alighted 
^✓from Bus No. 1 1 8 at Laxmi 
Nagar, Shakarpur stop, and 


walked across the road towards 
my house, I saw many people 
assembled in front of Sh. Shyam 
Singh Tyagi’s house. I recognised 
some persons in the crowd and I 
also stopped there. As I was also 
a Hindu my presence was taken 
casually by everyone. The people 
I could recognise were as: Shyam 
Singh Tyagi, Dhoop Singh Tyagi, 
Karam Chand, Lakhmi Chan, 
Ramesh Chauhan, Deshpal 
Gupta, Misra, Haro Singh Inder 
Dev, H.K.L. Bhagat. 

"I recognise Sh. H.K.L. Bhagat 
who is cabinet minister, as I have 
visited him several times at his 
Kothi. On seeing Sh. Bhagat, I 
stopped for a while and saw him 
take out a bundle of notes which 
he handed to Sh. Dhoop Singh 
Tyagi saying that this Rs. 2000/-is 
for liquor and you do as I have told 
you. You are not to worry about 
consequences. I will take care of 
everything myself. Then I pro- 
ceeded towards my house. On the 
way I wanted to give this informa- 
tion to a friend whose house falls 
enroute to my house, not finding 
him there I proceeded on to my 
residence." 


Ill 

M^%n 31.10.84 I came from 

^^NOIDA where I had gone 
to see my friend. I got down from 
the Bus at Laxmi Nagar, Shakar- 
pur Bus stand, at about 8.30 P.M. 
and proceeded for my house. On, 
the way I saw Shri H.K.L. Bhagat, 
M.P. (Congress I) standing in front 
of the house of Shri Shyam Singh 
Tyagi along with 10-15 other per- 
sons. 

"That on 31.10.84 from about 
9.30 P.M. till late night the follow- 
ing persons along with other per- 
sons whom I do not know by name 
but can recognise if produced 
before me. Through all the streets 
of the locality these people carried 
the Congress (I) flags in their 
hands and were shouting slogans 
like "Khoon Ka Badla Khoon se 
Lengay" and "Sardar Gaddar Maar 
do", etc." 

(Affidavit filed by a retired 
policeman presently carrying on 
the business of running vehicles.) 

Affidavits Relating 
To SAJJAN KUMAR 

M^Xn 1st Nov. 84, at about 

^^8.30 A.M. Shri Sajjan 
Kumar, M.P., came in a white car. 
He was accompanied by his P.A. 
Jai Chand Jamedar and two/three 
other persons. I can recognise all 
of them if brought face to face. 
After putting up ‘Kanats’ a meeting 
was held, which was attended by 
a substantial number of Congress 
workers. Shri Sajjan Kumar alsc 
reached that meeting. The park in 
which the ‘Kanats’ were erected, 
is right in front of my house. I have 
been Congress worker for the last 
20-25 years and by reason of this 
fact, I know all the Congress 
workers and leaders of my area 
I have also been Pradhan of J.J 
Colony, Wazirpur. 

"When ‘Kanats’ were being 
erected, I asked Shri Brahma 
Nand Gupta, Tailwala (oil mer- 
chant), about the purpose of the 
meeting. He told me 'It is our meet- 
ing, it has nothing to do with you’. 
About 200 persons had collected 
there, I climbed and sat on my 
roof. When Shri Sajjan Kumar. 
M.P. arrived at the meeting, then 
I came to know that the meeting 
was in connection with the death 
of Smt. Indira Gandhi and the 
question of the Sikhs. 

"Shri. Sajjan Kumar said that 
who-so-ever kills the sons of the 
snakes, he would be rewarded by 
him (Sh. Sajjan Kumar) because 
they have murdered our Prime 
Minister, Smt. Indira Gandhi. He 
said that who-so-ever kills Sardar 
Roshan Singh and Bhag Singh 
would be given Rs. 5,000/- each 
by him and those who kill other 
Sikhs, will be rewarded Rs. 1000 
per head. These rewards can be 
collected on 3rd November 1 984 
front my P.A., Jai Chand Jamedar. 

(Affiavrt filed by a 70 years old 
man before the Misra Commis- 
sion.) 


II 

M^^n 1.11.84 at about 9 A.M. 

V^a mob of 300 which was 
being led by Balwan Khokhar and 
Mohinder Yadav of Vagdolla came 
to our colony. Ram Niwas of Han- 
uman Manair and Brij Mohan 
Gupta who live in front of the 
temple, were speaking on the 
loudspeaker and were pointing the 
house where the Sikhs were living. 

By dragging them out, the Sikhs 
were being hit on the head with 
iron rods and when they fell down, 
kerosene oil or some powder was 
being thrown on them. They were 
burnt alive. Sikhs used to cry in 
pain to the enjoyment of the mob. 
When a Sikh used to die, his name 
was being announced on the 
loudspeaker. Out of fear I left my 
house and put a cap on my head 
so that I am not recognised. 

"When I came on the road I saw 
that on the road Sajjan Kumar, 
M.P., Balwan Khokhar and his 
younger brothers Naresh Kumar 
and Mohinder Yadav of Yogdola ' 
and a mob of 200 people were kil- 
ling and set on fire S. Nirmal Singh 
in front of the shop of Dhanrai 
Sarwat. Sajjan Kumar was in a 
jeep I heard him telling Balwan 
Khokhar, "you look after this place, 

I am going to other areas.” I could 
not bear to hear the cries of Nirmal 
Singh so I went away on the main 
road. On the main road, a new 
Barat Ghar in Mangla Puri, J.J. 
Colony was being built. I saw that 
bottles of liqour where being dis- 
tributed amongst the people. As I 
was coming back towards my 
house, I saw burnt houses of 
Sikhs." 

(Affidavit filed by a resident of 
Raj Nagar, Palam Colony.) 

A Widows’ Affidavit 

• * TPhe mob attacked our colony 

I on Nov. 1 , 84, at about 1 1 
a.m. There were about 400-500 
men. They were carrying lathis, 
iron rods, sticks, kerosene oil tins 
and some white powder with 
them. My husband hid himself 
because we saw that the houses 
of Sikhs were being looted and the 
Sikhs were being killed. The police 
were standing there as mere spec- 
tators. 

"On Nov 2, 84, at about 9 a.m. 
my husband went to the police sta- 
tion. The police people abused 
him and asked him to run away 
from there. When he came out of 
the police station the mob was just 
outside the police station. The mob 
killed my husband. People told me 
that Mr. Bharat Singh and Sajjan 
Kumar ex. M.P. was also there. 

My uncle asked these two persons 
to help my husband because all 
my family members are Congress 
workers but these two did not help 
at all." 

(Affidavit filed by a widow from 
Nangloi, now residing at Tilak 
Vihar. New Delhi.) 
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"Terrorism Is Not Insurmountable," Says Riberio 


Continued from page 1 

commercial parlance. It has been 
an interesting period, I tried my bit, 
succeeded somewhere and failed 
somewhere. Again, whatever I did 
cannot be taken in isolation. That 
was the part of the overall policy 
framework. Certain vital compo- 
nents were missing. They are not 
within policy framework. I suc- 
ceeded in raising the morale of the 
force. 

But I didn’t succeed in bringing 
a large section of the people on 
our side. This was largely due to 
corruption and related harass- 
ment. You see, harassment has to 
be checked at all levels and at all 
cost. The Government has to be 
fair. I have tried hard both as DGP 
and as an adviser. Let the people 
measure me. To meet the terror- 
ists’ challenge, we have to isolate 
the terrorists from the rural masses 
and that is the only way. Frankly, 

I would like the people to draw 
their won conclusion. 

Q: From time to time it has been 
stated that there are two vital 
components of the anti-terrorist 
poliKof the Centre. One is to fight 
thaJ»Torist on the ground by the 
police and the other is to win the 
battle of the heart, what exactly 
has happened? 

A: The para-military forces have 
been fighting and making sacrifi- 
ces. I concede, they made certain 
olunders. Harassment, tortures 
and fakeencounters only alienate 
•;he people and our battle becomes 
more difficult. Corruption keeps 
people away from us. Extremists 
have a better organized psycho- 
logical machine. Think of human 
rig hts organizaztion. How, it explo- 
its the harassment and keeps 
people away from us. I know it is 
a very tall agenda for the police 
which has the legacy of corruption 
and torture. We have to do our 
bes»» 

"S®he political-administrative 
aspects are largely missing. If 
there is no corruption in civil 
administration and efficiency is 
brought about in the working of the 
Government, the people will be 
obliged to side with the Govern- 
ment. Build good roads, provide 
other amenities and act like a 
father, you will see the change. 
Only in certain areas we have tried 
to improve things. We ought to 
give the people a good govern- 
ment. This is a tall agenda. But il 
has got to be done. There is nc 
other way... 

Q: Was this policy followed 
during your tenure as Director- 
General of Police and later as an 
adviser? 

A: AS I have explained, we have 
done our bit but I concede much 
more has to be done. 

Q: What are your comments on 
the private armed gangs orga- 
nized by the police and the so- 
called CATS? These started when 
you were the DGP. 

A: First Mohammad Izhar Alam 
raised these squads in Amritsar. It 
was not my idea at all, but I per- 
mitted. Our policemen were get- 
ting killed in ambushes and we 


decided to send our policemen in 
search of the terrorists disguised 
in long shirts, etc. Many countries 
have adopted this pattern. 

The Madhya Pradesh police did 
this to fight the dacoits. But like our 
colleagues in Madhya Pradesh, 
this experiment became counter- 
productive. Policemen and some 
other people hired to do the job of 
policemen, misbehaved and 
looted people. So we had to stop 
it. 


'The experiment in 
Punjab became 
counter-pro ducti ve. 

Policemen and 
some other people 
hired to do the job 
of policemen, 
misbehaved and 
looted people. So 
we have to stop the 
experiment right 
now." 


many complaints against the civil 
administration. In one word people 
are saying it is a misrule. 

A: As an adviser I have tried to 
weed out corruption from many 
departments, particularly PWD, 
municipal administration and 
public health. For the first time a 
dbzen odd senior officers like 
superintendent engineers and 
executive engineers have been 
dismissed. We have tried to create 
a sense of duty and fear. Some 
public health officers have also 
been dismissed. There are many 
heavy odds. Some senior officers 
tried to stop this but many others 


helped to fight corruption. Munic- 
ipal administration needs to do 
much. There is greaterneed of 
improving the quality of life in other 
areas. The administration has to 
wake up to theneeds of the 
people. 

Q: How good or bad were your 
relations with Mr Ray and Mr Gill? 

A: Relations depend upon per- 
ceptions. Here our perceptions dif- 
fered. Both are honest and 
hard-working people. Mr. Gill is an 
excellent field officer, but he does 
not lay same kind of emphasis on 
winning the hearts and minds. He 
allows a lot of freedom to act, 


which is some time gooa, some 
time bad. My personal relations 
have been good. (Mr Riberio hes- 
itates and has a ong pause). We 
were not on a collision course at 
all. Terrorism is a long drawn out 
problem. We must understand it 
and then chalk out our strategy. I 
shal[ not say anything more. 

Q: Do you plan to write any 
book on Punjab based on your 
perceptions and experiences? 

A: Well, I am planning a book on 
my Bombay days first and later, 
after sometime, I may do a book, 
on Punjab. I have got some files 
ready, but the book not now. 


NEWSHQUND 
we mstpsitiw 
ASP GOT FVNPS ^ 
m M Mi-0 WNBfe/^.1 


I had asked the present DGP 
and the Batala’s SSP, Mr Gobind 
Ram, to discontinue. This experi- 
ment is more or less over. We 
should not use it in future also. 
See, there was a good motive 
behind it, but some undesireable 
elements infilterated and created 
problems. Also, this became a 
good propaganda handle against 
the police. The Akalis, human right 
groups started blaming the police 
even for the terrorists’ killings. 
Even "Operation Black Thunder" is 
alleged to be stagemanaged. I am 
for a straight fight — win the people, 
isolate the terrorists through sus- 
tained political and economic 
measures and wean away the 
youth from this criminal path. 

Q: How do you sum up the sit- 
uation today? Is it better than 
when you came? 

A: (Mr. Riberio here pauses for 
long in search for an answer). 
What should I say? I think I have 
explained enough. It is not an 
insurmountable problem. There is 
need for a right approach — both 
political and administrative. Cer- 
tain things are missing. 

Q: I am asking: is the situation 
better now? 

A: How could one say that. The 
police is better organized and mot- 
ivated but certain things are 
needed. You know what I am 
saying. 

Q: What happened to your fight 
against corruption. There are a lot 
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The Indira Gandhi National Open University 

Right Step In The Right Direction 


By G. Ram Reddy 


E ducation is a vital input in 
modernization and 
development. A demo- 
cratic society which lays 
stress on egalitarianism and social 
.justice generates irresistable pres- 
sures for education. Any system of 
education which is elitist and inac- 
cessible to many becomes incon- 
gruent in such a polity. That 
education in India for long was not 
within the reach of large majority 
of the people is a point which does 
not need much elaboration. How- 
ever, what is paradoxical is that 
since Independence while there 
las been tremendous expansion 
in education it has still left many 
outside the system. 

The Formal System 

I ndia has been expanding the 
frontiers of education to provide 
access to large sections of our 
society. In 1951, there were only 
22 Universities in India; today, as 
per 1987-88 data, there are 165 
Universities including institutions 
deemed to be Universities. The 
number of Colleges has gone up 
from 695 to an estimated figure of 
6597, and the number of students 
jin higher education has increased 
from 174,000 to an estimated 
3,814,417 during this period. The 
expenditure on education, in gen- 
eral has risen from 1140 million 
rupees in 1950-51 to 87,541 mil- 
lion rupees in 1 986-87, which rep- 
resents about 3 per cent of GNP. 
Despite such massive expansion, 
it is unable to meet increasing 
requirements. In many colleges 
adequate infrastructural facilities 
do not exist, standards are low and 
several of them are non-viable. 
Thus we find that though there has 
been a quantitative expansion, 
qualitatively, there are wide vari- 
ations in the standards of educa- 
tional institutions. 

In spite of the steady expansion 
in the formal system it has 
remained inadequate to meet the 
national needs and has also pro- 
duced several imbalances. It has 
been generally criticized for its eli- 
tism, rigidity and even expensive- 
ness. The formal system has been 
following the rigid conditions of 
specially earmarked classrooms, 
full-time teachers, time schedule, 
thus trying to generate face to face 
class-room instruction. This has 
been discriminating against those 
sections of the society who cannot 
fit in to this rigid set up. 

With a view to meet the 
demands of higher education, 
some universities in the country 
have been providing for external 
registration in their examinations 


Under this provision, the universi- 
ties have permitted eligible stu- 
dents to register for the 
examinations without taking any 
responsibility either to teach or 
guide the students. This led to the 
proliferation of tutorial institutions 
which provide cheap and inade- 
quate literature and teaching. 


Distance Education 

T o overcome this problem, the 
University Grants Commis- 
sion, on the recommendations of 
the Kothari Committee (1963) init- 
iated the correspondence educa- 
tion in the exiting universities with 
the pious hope of equalizing edu- 
cation opportunities in an effective 
and economic manner. Today 
there are about 36 universities off- 
ering correspondence pro- 
grammes. This system of 
education no doubt has been the 
initiation of distance education at 
the university level. However, due 
to their limitations created by the 
rigid structures and regulations of 
the formal universities of which 
they were treated as appendages, 
and the sole dependence of cor- 
respondence material for instruc- 
tion, these institutions remained 
weak partners in the development 
of higher education in the country. 

Realizing the limitations of ttje 
formal education and the corres- 
pondence education, and with a 
view to exploit modern communi- 
cation technology to spread edu- 
cation, there was a search for 
alternatives. Looking to the suc- 
cess of the Open University in the 
UK, the Working Group on 
National Open University chaired 
by G. Parthasarathy, recom- 
mended the establishment of a 
National Open University in the 
country. At the State level the 
Andhra Pradesh Open University 
was established in 1982. 

National Open University 

A t the national level, however, 
the earlier proposals 
remained on paper and no action 
was. taken on the Parthasarathy 
Committee Report and nothing 
was known about the Draft Bill 
prepared. The Prime Minister, Shri 
Rajiv Gandhi, In his first broadcast 
to the nation in January 1985 
announced the establishment of a 
national Open University as a part 
of the New Education Policy. In 
pursuance of this, a Committee 
was constituted by the Ministry of 
Education with eminent education- 
ists. The Committee, apart from 
preparing a Draft Bill, submitted a 
project Report, detailing the vari- 
ous aspects relating to the estab- 
lishment of National Open 
University — like objectives, cour- 


ses to be offered, staffing pattern, 
governance, relations with broad- 
casting media, financial estimates, 
etc. The Government, committed 
as it is to strengthen distance edu- 
cation in the country, introduced a 
Bill in the Parliament immediately. 
The Indira Gandhi National Open 
University Bill was passed by both 
the Houses in August 1985 and 
the university came into being on 
September 20, 1985. Thus, the 
idea of a National Open University 
initiated in the early seventies 
became a reality in 1985. 

The Indira Gandhi National 
Open University was established 
with laudable objectives and its 
scope is very wide. This is evident 
from the following provisions of the 
Act: 

"The objectives of the University 
shall be to advance and dissem- 
inate learning and knowledge by 
a diversity of means, including the 
use of any communication tech- 
nology, to provide opportunities for 
higher education to a large seg- 
ment of the population and to pro- 
mote the educational well being of 
the community generally, to 
encourage the Open University 
and distance education system in 
the educational patern of the coun- 
try and to coordinate and deter-’ 
mine the standards in such 
systems..." (Indira Gandhi National 
Open University Act, 1985). 

The other objectives of the Uni- 
versity refer to providing education 
to meet the needs of employment 
and nation building activities; to 
provide facilities to people to 
upgrade their knowledge and 
skills; to develop non-formal edu- 
cation as complementary to the 
system; to promote national inte- 
gration and to contribut for the 
integrated development of the 
human personality through its 
activities and programmes. 

An important feature of the 
Indira Gandhi National Open Uni- 
versity is its jurisdiction. Unlike 
many conventional universities, its 


jurisdiction covers the entire Union 
of India. Though central universi- 
ties are established as national 
institutions, some of them began 
to attract students only from the 
regions in which they are located; 
thus losing their all India charac- 
ter. It is evident from the enrolment 
figures, that the Indira Gandhi 
National Open University has 
been taking education to all parts 
of the country. Its organizational 
network is spread throughout the 
country. The Indira Gandhi 
National Open University (IGNOU) 
is a national university both in 
letter and spirit. 

Academic Programmes 

T he University is presently 
offering eight academic 
programmes — B.A./B.Com. pro- 
gramme for both 1 0+2 pass & non 
10+2 students, Diploma in Man- 
agement, Advanced Diploma in 
Management, Diploma in Distance 
Education, Diploma in Creative 
Writing in English, Certificate in 
rural Development, Certificate in 
Food and Nutrition and Bachelor 
af Library and Information Scien- 
ces. There are all about 54,000 
students enrolled in these pro- 
grammes from throughout the 
country. A student is free to com- 
plete an academic programme in 
the maximum duration of time 
specified. Students enrolled for 
Bachelors degree programme are 
free to complete it within the time 
duration of a minimum of three 
years and a maximum of eight 
years. 

Admission to some of the aca- 
demic programmes is open to per- 
sons, who have not attained the 
required formal qualifications for 
getting admission into institutions 
of higher education, under no 
formal stream. Admission to some 
programmes is through entrance 
tests which are usually conducted 
every year in the month of Sep- 
tember. 


All courses of the University 
follow the credit system. It means 
that there is an estimated time that 
a student is expected to devote for 
completing a course. One credit in 
this system means 30 study hours. 
So, a four credit course would 
require 120 study hours to be 
completed. This includes all learn- 
ing activities, such as reading and 
comprehending course materials, 
doing self-check exercise and 
assignments, listening to audio 
programmes and viewing of video 
programmes related to the course, 
additional and supplementary 
reading and benefitting from coun- 
selling sessions. The IGNOU 
adopts a multi-media approach to 
utilizing modern communication 
technology as well as develop- 
ments in educational technology. 

Role of IGNOU in Distance 
Education 

A s per the IGNOU Act, ti.^ 
University is charged with the 
responsibility of coordinating and 
determining standards in the open 
university system and distanco 
education in the country. So far 
four State Open Universities have 
been set up viz., the Andhra Pra- 
desh Open University at Hydera- 
bad, the Kota Open University in 
Rajasthan and recently, the 
Nalanda Open University in Bihar 
and Yashwantrao Chavan Maha- 
rashtra Open University at Nasik. 

As the first step towards fulfilling 
its role, a Network of Open Learn- 
ing is being evolved. Two impor- 
tant features of this Network are 
that if a course has already been 
prepared by one open university, 
the others need not produce t u 
course again; they can use ti,«. 
existing courses. This would avoid 
lot of duplication, save time and 
money for the university which 
wants to use the same courses. 
Another important feature of the 
Network is that, if a student ioins 
Continued on page 12 
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Scouting For Sports Talent 


By Job Zachariah 


T wenty year old Basi. 
Banjamin, a strapping 
lad in the Car Nicobar 
Islands, was a road con- 
struction worker. As the sole bread 
winner of a family of six, he had to 
struggle 10 hours a day splintering 
rubbles. An illiterate, never did 
Banjamin dream of making a mark 
one day as a sports champion at 
the national level. In fact, his sport 
activity was confined to occasional 
football or volleyball games in 
which he was considered good. 

A talent contest conducted by 
the Sports Authority of India (S/H) 
in the Nicobar town changed the 
whole course of his life. Banjamin 
was one among the 1 0 young men 
selected at the contest held to 
scout talent under Special Area 
Game (SAG) Scheme of SAI. Ban- 
jamin was invited to Delhi where 
he was given special training in 
afgjl'g, after assessing his poten- 
tiV-mrough various physiological 
and fitness tests. Today, Banja- 
min is one of the probables of the 
cycling squad for the Beijing Asiad. 
He has already won bronze medal 
in 1000 metre sprint and had 
struck gold in the team event in the 
National Cycling Championship. In 
the National Games held in 
Kerala, he bagged gold in the 
Team pursuit. 


Shyam Lai, 23, was another 
youth trained under SAG Scheme. 
He was working as a labourer in 
a marble quarry in Banswara dis- 
trict of Rajasthan when he heard 
that Sports Authority of India was 
holding a competition in a nearby 
town. He decided to give it a try 
and to his surprise he was 
selected. Shyam Lai was inivted to 
Delhi where he was trained in 
archery under Russian coaches. 
Last year, he won bronze medals 
in the Individual and Team Events 
in archery at the Asian Archery 
Cup Competition held in Calcutta. 
In July this year, he received a 
special award instituted by the 
Department of Youth Affairs and 
Sports for medal winners in inter- 
national events. 

Tapping Talent 

I ndia, with a population of 
over 800 million people, has 
immense sports talent. People in 
some parts of the country are 
endowed with natural talent in cer- 
tain disciplines of sports. Rowers 
of Alleppey, athletes of the Siddi 
community in Karnataka, and 
archers of tribal belts in the North 
East are a few shining examples. 
The Special Area Games Scheme 
launched during 1985-86 aims at 
tapping such talents and training 
them in modern techniques by 
imparting scientifc coaching to 
attain excellence in sports. 

Apart from scouting and nurtur- 


ing gifted children, the scheme 
envisages creation of basic infra- 
structure in reserve areas where 
the talent is spotted. 

Selection Process 

T hese talented sportspersons 
are selected on the basis of 
competitions held in different parts 
of the country with the help of 
State Sports Councils, Sports 
Federations and local administra- 
tions. The talent contests in spec- 
tied disciplines are conducted as 
per local rules in their natural envi- 
ronment. Children selected 
through these contests are given 
special coaching in modern tech- 
niques of sports in Delhi and other 
places. A number of tests includ- 
ing physical fitness, skill and phys- 
iological tests are conducted to 
assess their potential. 

Children finally selected are 
given specialised and long term 
training at various SAI centres. 
These centres provide inhouse 
training facilities along with school- 
ing or vocational training. The 
Sports Authority of India bears the 
entire expenditure on equipments, 
sports kits, and other support sys- 
tems including food and accom- 
modation. 

Gifted children are scouted from 
traditional sports which are akin to 
some modern sports, and from 
areas where location and envi- 
ronment are conducive to a partic- 
ular sport. Thus, gymnastic talent 


isscouted in Tellicherry in Kerala 
from where most of the circus 
artistes come. The physical or 
genetic advantage of people in 
certain areas in a particular sport 
is also considered for identifying. 
The scheme also tries to locate the 
hidden talent of the people who 
are proficient in indigenous games 
and martial arts as their potential 
may be useful in modern sports. 
For instance, promising children in 
traditional martial arts like Kalari- 
payattu (Kerala) and Tangta (Man- 
ipur) are trained for fencing 

Special Talent Areas 

U nder the SAG scheme, 
certain areas in the country 
have been identified as reserve 
areas of natural talent. It covers all 
the tubal, hilly and coastal areas 
of the country. Thus, the scheme 
has a wide catchment area includ- 
ing all the States in the North East 
and hilly and coastal districts of 
other states. 

Various Projects 

T he Sports Authority of India 
has undertaken nine projects 
in various disciplines under the 
SAG scheme. They are Water 
Sports, Athletics, Archery, Shoot- 
ing, Gymanastics, Fencing, Foot- 
ball, Hockey and Contact Sports. 

The Water Sports project was 
initiated by SAI for promoting 
acquatic sports like canoeing, 


kayaking, rowing, swimming and 
yachting. Water Sports centres 
have already been set up at Port 
Blair in Andaman and at Alleppey 
in Kerala. Foreign coaches are 
deployed and boat houses are 
being set up in these two centres. 
The Athletic project has been 
launched to scout talent in middle 
and long distance running in Lad- 
dakh which has the advantage of 
high altitude. It aims at scouting 
talent among people belonging to 
the Siddi Community in Karnataka 
and Gujarat. 

Marksmanship of people in tribal 
and hilly areas is located for train- 
ing them in archery and air/rifle 
shooting. A Gymnastic centre was 
established in Tellichery (Kerala) 
to take advantage of the circus 
tradition obtaining there and to 
train selected candidates in 
modern gymnastics. The fencing 
project scouts talent from tradi- 
tional martial arts like Kalaripay- 
attu and Tangta. The Contact 
Sports project which trains chil- 
dren in Boxing, Judo and Wrest- 
ling has its catchment area in the 
North East and Sikkim. 

Like any other long term project. 
Sports development projects have 
a long gestation period. Results of 
sports projects like the Special 
Area Games Scheme will be forth- 
coming in due course. Combined 
efforts of the SAG scheme and 
various other initiatives are sure to 
put India on the sports map of the 
world. 


AN APPEAL 

Dear Friend: 

Wn Baisakhi day, three years back, we started this magazine without raising 
aTty capital or collecting donations. When it was brought out, everybody told 
us that once we start, the support is bound to follow. This had not happened. 
Inspite of this we have persisted and managed to continue. The paper has been 
very well accepted and appreciated by intellectuals, with its obvious limitations. • 

At this stage we will like to draw your attention to some of the developments 
which underline the importance and necessity of an English paper which speaks 
for minorities and human rights. .What happened in 1984 and particularly in 
November 1984 are the details that do not have to be recalled. Our point of 
view was never projected with the result that the poisonous propaganda of the 
electronic media created a hostile environment. Consequently when killings took 
place, except for a handful of courageous and upright people, hardly anyone 
spoke out in protest. 

The situation has not significantly changed. In September 1988, six persons 
were killed in Bidar. At first the incident was more or less ignored by the media. 
Later when the harrowing events came to light blame was put on Sikh students 
for their alleged misbehaviour. As you are aware of, this magazine was the first, 
perhaps the only one, to send a tedih to investigate into and report the grue- 
some killing of the innocents there in Bidar. 

Similarly in January 1989 in Jainmu 12 persons were killed and the earlier 
reports either played down or misrepresented the situation. 

To collectively counter these problems we ourselves have to act more effec- 
tively. Paucity of resources and manpower arc the main constraints. 

You are requested to send your contribution by cash, cheque, draft, etc: in 
favour of THE FORUM GAZETTE, 3, Masjid Road, Jangpura, New Dclhi-14, 
at the earliest. Your contribution can be adjusted, as desired — towards subscrip- 
tion for the paper, advertisement or outright donation. In a matter like this we 
need everybody’s cooperation. In addition to your personal help we request you 
• to persuade others. Allcast send us the names and addresses of such people whom 
we should approach in this matter. Your suggestions arc requested and will be 
given serious attention. 

Sincerely, ' Ll Gen. (Retd.) J.S. Aurora 

Chairman 
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Dear Sir, 
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NAME 
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A War Against Drug Abuse 


drugs is necessary. 

By Pramod S. Bhatnagar 


seizing the illicit drugs, mounting 
confiscations drive home the fact 


I t was a funeral with a differ- 
ence on the sacred banks of 
the Yamuna. Mr. Ajit Panja, 
Minister of State for Revenue, 
made bonfire of 15 kgs of heroin 
and 490 kgs of ganja, seized by 
the preventive authorities in vari- 
ous raids. The 'cremation’ was 
witnessed by a large number of 
officials and members of the 
public. Everybody present 
resolved to snuff out the deadly 
menace from the society. A ‘holy 
war’ had begun. 

India is one of the first few coun- 
tries to have enacted legal provi- 
sions for pre-trial disposal of drugs 
and psychotropic substances. 
Keeping in view the hazardous 
nature of the drugs, their vulner- 
ability to theft due to lack of proper 
storage facilities and above all for 
winning over the confidence of the 
public, pre-trial disposal of seized 


Geographical Disadvantage 

I ndia has the geographical dis- 
advantage of being sandwiched 
between the two major suppliers 
of illicit drugs. In the west, it is the 
'Golden Crescent’ consisting of 
Pakistan, Afghanistan and Iran 
and in the east there is the 'Golden 
Triangle’ consisting of Burjna, 
Thailand and Laos. Golden Gres- 
cent is the major source of supply 
of heroin and hashish to the west- 
ern countries via India. Golden 

Triangle supplies mainly heroin, in 
the north, Nepal has also lately 
become the source of hashish and 
ganja. India has thus become a 
victim of transit traffic of drugs 
resulting in the drug abuse within 
the country through spill-over 
effect. 

While various enforcement 
authorities are doing a good job of 


that the menace is assuming 
alarming proportions within the 
country. In 1986, herbin seized 
was 2621 kgs. It rose to 2747 kgs 
in 1 987 and shot up to 3029 kgs 
in 1988. Upto July 1989, 1585 kgs 
of heroin has already been 
impounded. During 1988, 3304 
kgs opium, 23 kg morphine, 3029 
kgs heroin, 45994 kgs ganja, 
17523 kgs hashish and 1649 kgs 
methqualone had been seized. 

Upto July this year, the authorities 
have already confiscated 959 kgs. 
opium, 96 kgs. morphine in addi- 
tion to 2100 ampules, 1585 kgs 
heroin, 25234 kgs ganja, 2755 kgs 
hashish and 365 kgs methqua- 
lone. During various operations 
last year, the narcotics Control 
Bureau and other agencies had 
destroyed poppy plants in 50 
acres of area with a potential yield 
of 400 kgs. Upto June this year 
about one lakh plants in 191 acre 
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area have been destroyed in dif- 
ferent parts of the country. This is 
in addition to 1602 cannabis plants 
razed to dust. 

Revised Procedures For 
Disposal 

P reviously certain drugs like 
opium, morphine and theba- 
ine with medicinal value were sent 
to the Government opium factories 
for processing and reprocessing. 
Hashish and heroin and methqua- 
lone, etc., were destroyed. Before 
the passing of the Narcotic Drugs 
and Psychotropic Substances Act 
1 985, the procedures of despatch, 
receipt, safe custody, storage, 
proper accounting and destruction 
of the seized drugs were not codi- 
fied. Recently, after huge seizures 
were reported in the press, doubts 
were expressed in certain quart- 
ers on the possible re-cycling of 
the consfiscated substances. As a 
result, revised detailed procedures 
for receipt, custody, storage and 
their disposal have now been 
chalked out. 

The authorities initially adopted 
a cautious approach to the 
destruction of drugs because of 
apprehension of possible pollution. 
However, in order to eliminate the 
lurking doubt in some quarters that 
the drugs might be re-cycled, it 
was considered advisable to 
undertake destruction in public 
places far from the localities and 
cities. By the end of April 1 989, the 
Narcotics Control Bureau had 
destroyed about 3704 kgs heroin, 
amounting to about 46.60 per cent 
of the entire seizure of 7956 kgs. 
The Bureau also destroyed 34423 
kgs hashish, 250005 kgs ganja 
and 2901 kgs methqualone as well 
as its 12.92 lakh tablets. The 
destroyed ganga was 90.59 per 

cent of its total seizure of 275961 
kgs. The Delhi Police also 
destroyed 710.550 kgs hashish, 

/1. 705 kgs ganja, 80.590 kgs 
poppy husk, .629 kgs heroin and 
8.400 kgs bhang in May 1989. 


Checking Drug Trafficing 

B esides the destruction of the 
seized drugs, Government 
has taken a large number of legis- 
lative, administrative and preven- 
tive measures to counter the 
trafficking in illicit durgs. The Nar- 
cotic Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances - (Amendment) Act 
1988, which came into force on 
May 29, 1989 provides death 
penalty on second confiscation in 
respect of drugs offences. Drug 
.mafficking offences have Deen 
made cognizable and non- 
bailable. The Act also provides for- 
feiture of property of drug offend- 
ers. 

An Apex Agency 

A s pex coordinating and 
enforcement agency, the 
Narcotics Control Bureau has 
been instrumental in large scale 
destruction of illicitly cultivated 
narcotic plants and massive e ei- 
zures of prohibited drugs. 
check-posts are being streng- 
thened and preventive machinery 
in and around poppy growing 
areas is being strengthened. 
There is a proposal for Indo- 
Burma Customs Preventive Col- 
lectorate with headquarters at 
Imphal. A liberalised reward 
scheme for informers and seizures 
is also under the consideration of 
the Government. 

Besides preventive measures 
and confiscation, India is also 
seeking international cooperation 
through bilateral meetings with 
neighbouring countries including 
Pakistan, Nepal and Sri lanka. A 
Joint-Committee has been set up 
between India and Pakistan and a 
technical committee on drugs 
under SAARC has been Re- 
lished. An Indo-US working group 
in this regard has been working 
satisfactorily and a bilateral 
agreement with US is under active 
consideration. India is also likely to 
get world assistance of US $20 
million to fight the menace more 
effectively. 


Right Step In The Right Direction 


Continued from page 10 

one open university and wants to 
take courses which are not avail- 
able in this university but are avail- 
able in another open university, he 
would be free to do so. In other 
words, a large variety of courses 
would be available in the Open 
Learning pool of courses to every 
student studying in any of the open 
universities in the country. 

A Coordinating Council has 
been set up for the purpose of 
ensuring that there is no duplica- 
tion in the preparation of course 
material by different Open Univer- 
sities and also to ensure that the 
quality of the material is main- 
tained. The Coordinating Council 
has been meeting regularly to a 


viable Network System. 

The IGNOU can affiliate any 
educational institution, located 
both inside and outside India. ¥ 
can also recognize any institution 
of higher learning for purposes of 
awarding degrees or to receiv.r.m; 
grants. s 

It is expected that a substantial 
number of students both in age 
specific and adult population may 
have to be catered to by the dis- 
tance education system at the 
higher education level during the 
Eighth Five Year Plan period. It is 
now an accepted fact that IGNOU 
has succeeded in breaking new 
ground in the field of education. 
The IGNOU has been a right step 
in the right direction. 
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